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State budget provides tax cuts, funding for education

As chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, I
authored the biennial state budget bill. The new state budget
will make a very real difference in the lives of many Hoosiers.
Some of the highlights include:

Program Funding

*  Public education: Statewide total formula funding
increase of an average of 4.7 percent in calendar years 2000 and
2001, with minimum guarantees of funding increases of at least
2.5%. Funding was increased for both at-risk and academic
honors programs. Local schools and libraries also received $76
million in technology funding.

*  CHOICE: $5 million increase per year in funding for
home health care for the elderly

* Higher education: appropriations were increased by 7.0
percent in fiscal year 2000 and 4.7 percent in 2001
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*  Vocational education: incentives for school corporations to provide programs in which high
employment demand exists

* A new $50 million 21st Century Research and Technology Fund that will promote high-tech
industries located in Indiana

*  Social services: Funding for the seriously mentally ill is increased by $3 million in 2000 and $6
million in 2001. MRDD programs will receive an additional $39 million in funding during the biennium.

Savings to Taxpayers

*  Elimination of county welfare fund and county welfare administration funds from local property
taxes (two-year savings: $67.6 million)

* Elimination of inventory tax for 87 percent of farms and businesses (two-year savings: $129.6
million)

Additional $200 million
approved for Indiana roads

1 was pleased we appropriated an additional
$200 million from the state general fund for local
roads over the next two years. This is in addition

Hoosiers will save $672 million

over the next two years In tax cuts

*Homeowners: a new income tax deduction for
property taxes up to $2500

*Senior citizens: an increase in the income tax

to the regular funding from gas taxes. Many of
you have indicated your strong desire to see us
make more road improvements throughout the
state.

The breakdown for our district is: St. Joseph
County -- $4.3 million; South Bend -- $3.3
million and Mishawaka -- $1.2 million. The
amounts for each city are in addition to the total
for the county. The amount appropriated to each
city is based on the population of the city.

deduction from $1000 to $1500 and an increase in
the property tax deduction from $1000 to $2000

* Dependent children: an increase in the income

tax deduction from $1000 to $2500

*Small businesses: property tax “add-back”
repealed so business owners can deduct the
amount of their property taxes from their state
income taxes

*Renters: increased the income tax deduction

from $1500 to $2000

Education

ISTEP Gateway Examination --
House Enrolled Act 1050 allows students
who do not pass the ISTEP Gateway
Examination to graduate, provided they
meet certain other requirements. The
legislation also provides that the case
conference committee determines
eligibility for graduation of certain
students with disabilities. The act also
provides that all students in Grade 10
must take the examination.

Educational Standards -- A
roundtable has been created to develop
educational standards for Indiana
students. Standards would be set for each
grade level, easily comparable to national
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and international standards, written in an easy-to-understand manner, and distributed to students and

parents.

Funding for District 6

I worked with Republicans and Democrats
in the House and the Senate to secure funding
for many local projects.

Transportation

Transpo Amtrak Station -- $1.5 million

Higher Education

TUSB Student Activities Center
-- $15.7 million

IU Regional Medical Center Building
-- $10 million

IUSB Technology Funds -- $1.6 million
TUSB Facilities Maintenance -- $406,551

IUSB Special Equity Funding -- $262,776

Build Indiana Projects
Studebaker Museum -- $250,000
Morris Civic Center -- $150,000
Center for Homeless -- $125,000

Potawatomi Zoological Society -- $50,000

Urban League of South Bend /
St. Joseph County -- $25,000

South Bend Foundation Colfax Campus
-- $490,000

St. Joseph County Road / Drainage Projects
-- $300,000

St. Joseph County Center Township
Volunteer Fire Department -- $100,000

Portage Township Volunteer Fire Department

-- $90,000

South Bend Black Expo for Youth Program
-- $20,000

St. Joseph County Old Courthouse
Restoration -- $300,000

St. Joseph County Juvenile Justice Center
-- $75,000

St. Joseph County Military Park -- $50,000

Postsecondary Proprietary Education Grants -- Combines the higher education award
program for students at postsecondary proprietary educational institutions with the award program for
students at other institutions of higher learning.
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government, listing phone numbers, functions and general areas of responsibility for each of the
state agencies. Motor Vehicles. . ........ 317-233-6000
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Bauer works to include
safe schools projects in budget

As the author of the state budget bill, I was pleased that we were violence and disruptive incidences than ever before.
able to provide almost $9 million in funding for Indiana’s safe schools
programs. The new state budget also provides $750,000 to train school safety

specialists. It is important for schools to have the training to be able to
Although Indiana has been fortunate to not have a major incident  identify and correct problems before trouble occurs.
like the recent tragedy in Colorado, our schools face difficult safety

issues like all other schools in the country.
One of the key components of the state safe school initiative is the

coordination of safe school programs county-wide. The new state
budget provides each school corporation with $2000 to be used to
participate in a county school safety commission.

Indiana’s Safe Haven initiative provides funding to keep schools
open for extended hours for programs to reduce substance abuse,
reduce violent behavior, and promote educational progress. Schools
open before and after the regular class day provide a safe place for

children who would otherwise be home alone. While our schools cannot and should not become prison-like
P
facilities, we must do whatever we can to protect our children from
The program also provides funding for emergency preparedness violence in society — especially when they are in the classrooms prepat-

and school safety programs. Our schools are facing more potential for ing for their futures.




